
CE
N

TR
AL

 T
O 

LI
FE

  
Ja

nu
ar

y 
12

, 
20

14
 

Navigate   Serve    Engage       Worship 

Sunday Fellowship & Food Coffee and Doughnut fellowship is in the Gathering Area at 8:30 am.  

You are also welcome to join us for lunch in the Life Center at noon. $8 (adults), $4(kids).  

Growing  Christ-Centered Community 

in a Distracting World 
 

January 12, 2014 

One of the four focus areas of the United Methodist Church is “Ministry 

with the poor”. While that may sound like an obvious focus for a church 

to have, I think the boldest word in that statement is the word WITH. 

Instead of offering a ministry FOR people or TO people, it requires much 

deeper work to have ministry WITH people.  

Over the last year, I have tried to keep this concept of WITH in mind in 

many of our serve ministries. In Helping Hands we have moved towards 

being with people, instead of handing things to people. In Community of 

Hope we include people from this ministry in leadership and decision-

making roles. As we have begun our relationship with Lowell Elementary, which is a program that has 

started with a WITH mindset, that we are doing things WITH the school instead of to or for the school.  

While the United Methodist Church has used the word WITH around ministry with the poor, this is an 

important concept that has broader implications. WITH speaks of the relationships we have with one 

another. It is when we are WITH one another that our lives are transformed in the image of Christ.  

All around Central, you can see WITH. You can see it in the faces of youth who support one another. 

You can see it in the teamwork of the television ministry or thrift shop as people come together more 

than just to get a job done. You can see it in the musical groups of the church, whose care for each 

other goes on well beyond Sunday. 

As we begin this new year, I want to challenge you to consider this word WITH. How are you in 

relationship WITH people who lift you up and support you? How are you in relationship WITH people 

that you pray and care for? It is when we are WITH people, that lives are transformed through the 

grace of Jesus Christ. 

THANK YOU CENTRAL FROM HELPING HANDS! The parable of the Rich Man and 

Lazarus reminds us that a vital part of Christian discipleship is the willingness to see a 

person in need and respond. The mission values of Central stress active faith and 

catalytic generosity. By these measures it can be truly said of you, “Well done good 

and faithful servants”. In 2013, because of your discipleship, faith and generosity 

Helping Hands was able to share over $16,000 in purchased items with those who for 

many, many different reasons are in great need. This is in addition to the coats and gloves and socks 

and hats you donated to this ministry. 
 

We thank God for each and every one of you and are privileged to be in the presence of so many saints 

of God’s church. Your actions bless so many and we pray that you know how appreciated you are.  You 

are indeed, as God’s word teaches, blessed to be a blessing!  

A Word from Pastor Greg 
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Services broadcast on KAZQ-Sunday, 11 am & 7 pm 

Get connected! Sign up for Central Connections, our weekly electronic newsletter, at 

www.centraltolife.org or send an email to Mary Ridgeway at maryr@centraltolife.org. 

Mission Mandate: Growing  Christ-Centered Community in a Distracting World 

Youth & Young Adult Happenings Contact Scott 

Carver, 243-7834 or  scottcarver@centraltolife.org.  

Today: Sunday School, 9:45am, Parent Meeting, 

12:15pm, Youth Group, 5:00pm 
 

2014 Parent Meeting, TODAY at 12:15. This is a short 

informative meeting where we will be handing our 2014 

calendars and discussing what is happening in the life of 

our youth ministry.  We will be meeting in the Youth 

Lounge.  Lunch is provided and the whole family is invited.  

ROC Winter Camp: March 7-9 Calling all Middle 

Schoolers (6-8 grade)! ROC Camp at Sacramento is coming 

up! It will be a weekend of rich fellowship, spiritual 

growth, amazing worship, and loads of fun. Cost is $115 

and registration & payment are due by February 9. Please 

talk to Scott Carver and get registered today. 

Young Adults @ Central: Are you 18-30 and looking for 

a place for fellowship and Bible Study?  We meet every 

Thursday at 7pm upstairs in room 301.  

Worship Theme for 2014: “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name” I pray that you may have the power to 

comprehend…what is the breadth and length and heights and depth, and to know the love of Christ that 

surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with the fullness of God. (Ephesians 3: 18-19) 

Baptism: The Power of Jesus’ Life in Ministry, January 12th ...and when Jesus had been baptized, 

just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit 

of God descending like a dove and alighting on him... (Matthew 3: 13-17) 

Worship Venues: 8:30 & 11:00 Classic - in the Sanctuary,  9:45 New Day Contemporary - in the Life Center.  
 

Community of Hope South Lawn, 1:00pm for a meal, prayer, music, sharing the Word, and Holy Communion.  

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES HAPPENINGS Contact Traci Bailey, 

243-7834 or at tracib@centraltolife.org.  
 

Sunday School, 9:45 -10:45am, 4 year olds - 5th grade. 

Learning through games, crafts, storytelling, video and 

music!  

SOUL Kids (Sing Out Unto the Lord) for children K-5th 

grades, Sundays, 8:45-9:45 in the Choir Room.   

Enjoy the  

Convenience of 

Electronic Giving…A 

Greener  Approach to 

Contributions! 

3rd Annual Women’s Retreat Don’t 

Miss Out!  The 3rd Annual Women’s 

Retreat is coming soon.  Join us March 

1st to March 2nd at The Madonna 

Center for a weekend of learning, 

love, and lots of laughter. 

Believe it or not, we don’t have to settle for holding our 

breath and murmuring for a quick end when life throws us 

a stomach dropping turn.  Jesus promises that it’s possible 

to enjoy this entire ride called life – treacherous turns and 

all.  Ladies ages 17 to 107 are invited to join us as we 

figure out how to start living our whole lives with joy! 

Registration closes at the end of this month – get your 

brochure at the front desk or online at 

FaithByDegree.com.  Please contact Traci Bailey at 

TraciB@centraltolife.org if you have any questions.   

United Methodist Men Breakfast, January 18th. “ON A 

WING(S) & A PRAYER”, a program on the “Wings” ministry 

by Ann Edenfield Sweet.  Our meeting will start at 8:00 AM 

with breakfast. Call Ed Vigil at (505) 221-0041 for more 

information or to RSVP. 

Feed the Need: We Need a “Hand” January 26th our 

youth will be participating in “Feed the Need”. FTN is a 

tremendous opportunity for our churches to come 

together to serve the homeless population of our city a 

grace meal and provide them with simple items to get 

them through the cold months. Here are some items that 

we are collecting this year: tube socks (new), winter hats & 

gloves and coats. (Please bring your donation items to the 

collection bin by the church office.)   
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